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This planet on which we all live was in pretty bad shape during 2006. Wars (Afghanistan, Iraq, Lebanon,
Sudan, Ethiopia, etc), pestilence (HIV/AIDS and malaria) poverty (everywhere, even in the very rich
countries), homelessness (as a result, mainly of wars and poverty) crime (increasing in every country) and
all kinds of violence have all reaped heavy tolls on humanity.

Hit the hardest, as always, are the world’s children who suffer and die in increasingly large numbers
because of all the ills of society. When it comes to war, the toll on children is devastating. In all the
countries where wars exist, it is the children who are hit the hardest.

The numbers killed grow daily in the bombings in Iraq and Afghanistan and the suffering, especially in
Darfur in Sudan is unbelievable, as children starve and die because of displacement, no food and shelter
and the violence against their mothers.

Now before military courts in the USA are US Marines charged with the murder of 24 unarmed Iraqi
citizens who died in Haditha, Iraq. Several were children who were allegedly gunned down by US
soldiers. One young girl was raped and then murdered.

But this is only one of many such occurrences arising out of the wars in Iraq and Afghanistan where one
hears constantly of deaths by gunfire at weddings, for example, mistakenly thought to be ambushes or by
false information. Always children die!

In Lebanon, Israeli soldiers flooded the country with cluster bombs that covered vast areas of the
countryside, where children play and where these bombs explode and kill or maim thousands of children.

The BBC recently showed a feature its correspondents filmed in Vietnam, showing large numbers of
children who were born horribly deformed — as a result of the poison Agent Orange which was used
during the US invasion of that country. Thousands of acres of land were sprayed with this poison which
remains in the soil and still has the power to destroy and deform babies. It’s always the children who pay!

Violence against children is widespread. Children are raped, frequently by soldiers, by relatives, even by
their fathers. Children are beaten, some to death, by angry fathers, mothers, teachers and others.

In Guyana we debate whether teachers should be allowed to beat school children! We seem to be in the
dark ages, when slaves were whipped and children beaten to serious injuries for minor offences.

Children go hungry in a world where food is plentiful and much of it thrown away. A recent news report
said: “Hunger in American households has risen by 43% in the last five years and it requires urgent
attention.” The report stated that the US Department of Agriculture released information that 38.2 million








